SIR  WILLIAM   OSLER

Lane had an amazing knowledge of the whereabouts
of notable pictures.    He seemed to possess a mental
inventory of the contents of all the great houses and
ancient manors throughout the length and breadth of
the country.     In a letter to the Morning Post, written
shortly after the death of Sir William Osier, Lane speaks
of the latter's enthusiasm for Sir Thomas Browne and
his works, of which he possessed every known edition,
including the rare edition, surreptitiously printed in 1642,
of Religio Medici^ as well as many manuscripts,    'He
also had' Lane goes on, 'copies of all his engraved por-
traits, and photographs of all known paintings of him
with the exception  of one which  I,  happily, was the
means of bringing to his notice.     I shall never forget',
Lane continues, 'his intense interest when I told him of
the existence of this unrecorded portrait of Sir Thomas
Browne within twenty-five miles of Oxford.    Thanks
to the courtesy of the fourth Lord Sherborne, its owner,
a day was set for a visit to Sherborne House in August,
1915.    Sir William was profoundly impressed by this,
to him, unknown portrait of his hero, the more so as the
picture of the mother of Sir Thomas Browne hangs in
the same  room.    This  lady  married,  for  her  second
husband,   Sir  Thomas  Dutton,   through  whom   Lord
Sherborne inherited these  portraits.    Lord  Sherborne
was then in his eighty-fifth year, yet, unlike some owners,
he showed a keen interest in all his treasures.'

Besides his interest in the iconography of Sir Thomas
Browne, Sir William Osier had another claim upon
Lane's regard. He was a West Country man, 'Sir
William Osier', says Lane, in the same letter, 'had a
whimsical sense of humour which added a charm to
his exceptional gift as a raconteur^ probably inherited
from his Cornish ancestry, for the Cornish, at least since
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